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By this time I knew that it was impossible to work afield much beyond Sanaa, as the Turks had lost their grip on the country, and I should certainly not be allowed to make my own arrangements with the Arabs. I therefore stipulated for another clear month at Sanaa, an adequate escort, and permission to range where I would.
These terms were granted.
I quite saw, and still see, the Vali's point of view. A naturalist must work afield, and Turkey can no longer guarantee the safety of anyone outside the towns she holds or off the road connecting them. His chief aim and policy is to keep the peace if he can; and avoid unnecessary responsibility. The truculent demeanour he adopted at first was presumably an attempt to intimidate me into compliance without further trouble, and perhaps to impress the local population. The peremptory treatment of Christians, especially subjects of a major Power, tends to fan the dying embers of Turkish prestige in Arabia, and is much easier than strong, consistent government.
News of the attitude adopted by British diplomacy regarding the re-occupation of Adrianople had just reached Sanaa, and may have had some bearing on the case.
The Vali adhered faithfully to his bargain, and I was very busy for the rest of my stay at Sanaa. We received and returned several calls among the Ottoman community, chiefly officers, who expressed some satisfaction at my passage of arms with the civil authority.
I have nothing but gratitude to Turkish officialdom in general fof having been allowed to conduct my researches in the country. Even the ValPs attitude had its compensations for, had he behaved more tactfully, I should